Activation of bovine peripheral blood monocyte and its suppressive effect on parasitemia in Theileria sergenti infected calves.
Activation of bovine peripheral blood monocytes and its suppressive effect on parasite growth was examined in Theileria sergenti-infected calves by using a rosette assay that detects changes in Fc receptor expression and by luminol-dependent chemiluminescence response. Monocyte activation preceded the peak of parasitemia but was depressed parallelly with the growth of the parasites. When four calves were treated with prednisolone, three showed a good correlation between the suppression of monocyte activity and an increase of parasitemia.